Wildern School

An Introduction to Year 8

The Year of Choices
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Aim of the Evening

e Our culture and expectations The teenage challenge

e Key priorities for all The Home/School Partnership

e GCSE’s — what | need to start
thinking about?

Communication

Working together

e The benefits and perils of social Parent Handbook

media

e The importance of literacy and
numeracy
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Our culture and expectations

We want a happy, healthy, safe and focussed school where all staff and students
can thrive

We want to be a school where all:
e students speak politely and listen to each other and staff

* students show respect to their teachers through the way they communicate and
respond

e students are well mannered to each other and staff
e students respond appropriately in communications
» studentsrespond at the first time of asking

*  moments count
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Our culture and expectations

So this year to address this our key foci for all staff, students and parents will be

e Culture and ethos
e Routines and expectations
e Metacognition - thinking about thinking

% W w WW@ 2 BRI we) 7
& X {% 0 Y508 8 Py {Z’JM
_S6 X0 195) 053 A AT o A 73 ¥5

Every Student Matters, Every Moment Counts.




Our culture and expectations

Respectful culture

As a Rights Respecting school, at Wildern we expect all students to be respectful and
polite in the way they communicate with all members of our community. We have
ouftlined this as:

Talk - think about your tone, words and volume

Actively listen and respond appropriately

Look interested - show positive body language

Kindness - show empathy, avoid judgement, respect others’ ideas

Students will learn about this through their Education for Life curriculum, day to day

interactions across all subject areas and in tutor time and assembly. This will be @
continuous thread throughout the whole academic year.
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Our culture and expectations

Uniform expectations
* School identity starts with the uniform
 Safeguarding
e Hard wearing (52% of the year is in uniform)
* |dentity and pride
* Asign of conformity
* Individual identity
 Being them! (We want to encourage them being them)
e Bring things into the 21st century!
e Still want to avoid extremes of fashion
e Safety and security
e Sfill has to be a priority
If we get this right, more time is focussed on Ieoming & pos’rorol conversations.

2 B

O = WP7) we) 7 Q) >
% R PR K R W (ZRES
E*ﬁj (ﬁlo\} ﬁ%« (f?m‘z aﬁ;} {;’ZJM“’*

g = L DA TR 0 199 0233 A M )] 3 5H

Every Student Matters, Every Momem‘ Counfs




Our routines

Everyone has clear routines at home and these are crucial to us getting through the
day!

A school needs embedded and well-communicated routines

These include:

Well-established and understood systems of behaviour (sanctions, corridor and
classroom expectations, moving around site)

Removal of uncertainty about school expectations, which reduces anxiety and
creates a sense of normality and security for students

Allows more time for quality conversations both inside and outside the classroom

It's what we do here, we are Wildern
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Routines for all

e Morning routines - tutor time, phones switched off and in bags for the day,
equipment and uniform checks

e How students move around site - use of one way corridors to avoid congestion
and ensure students and staff can move around our school site safely and
purposefully to ensure every minute of learning time is optimised

e Lining up outside classrooms
e Enfry and exit routines for all lessons

e Having all equipment and student planner out and readily available every
lesson

e Assemblies - where to line up, how to come in and how to leave
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Metacognition

This is the science behind cognition, or thinking about thinking
e Includes how we learn
e how our memory works
e how we regulate our thinking and emotions
e how we respond to situations

Students will learn about this through their Education for Life curriculum, curriculum lessons,
day to day interactions across all subject areas as well as in tutor time and assembly. This
will be a continuous thread throughout this and the next academic year.
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The year of choices
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It can be so difficult!
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QX_oy9614HQ

The Year of Choices - Pathways

« Structured programme for all students and parents around GCSE
choices

« Discussions you could start having with your son/daughter:
* Inferest and enjoyment in subjects o >
«  Peerinfluences 2
« Teacherinfluences
« Career aspirations
« Keeping doors open

Managing the decision process
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Learning routines and habits at home

e To feel safe and secure
 To ensure there is time for fun or spending time together

 To develop a sense of responsibility

e To develop basic work skills and time management
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The importance of
literacy and numeracy

L HATE BELNG
tHE oDD ONE oUt...

“It’s called ‘reading’. It's how people
install new software into their brains”
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The importance of literacy
How you can help at home?

« Encourage to read

« Discuss different styles of text

« Discuss favourite authors, producers, directors or illustrators
« Visit the local library

* Discuss new and unusual words

 Encourage to write fo
« Playing word games 1o o
=l NP,
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The importance of numeracy
How you can help at home?

Be positivel

Read through the problem with them
Encourage them to refer to their class notes and worked
examples

Demonsirate using maths to solve everyday problems e.g. best
value for money, how much change, budgeting for a
holiday/trip

Check they can still use their times tables

Get them to show you how their scientific calculator works

Every Student Matters, Every Moment Counts.



The benefits and perils of social media

#followtheschool

More advice and these slides are S0CIAL WEDI

on the school website parent
members area: c Q
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Username: parents
Password: wildern




Online safety advice

T- Talk about staying

safe online

E - Explore their online Help your kids stay safe online.
world together Work as aTEAM

A- Agree rules about
what is ok and what
Is not ' /O v Q

M - quqge YOUI’ Talk Explore Agree Manage
family’s setting and

controls
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Online safety advice

« Age appropriate

A |
« Who are you letting
Into theilr roomse

Help your kids stay safe online.

E%Sé’k‘”ref‘ U | WorkasaTEAM
 Keep dewlces out Iin

communal areas

downstairs ® O v O

OvelTy hT_ reST Talk Explore Agree Manage

everything and

everyone.
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The teenage challenge

Welcome to being a parent of
a teenager. Prepare for a large
amount of eye rolling, emotional
outbursts,and )

thoughts of
running away.
And that's
just the
parents.
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. Being Kind

. Anfibullying Ambassadors
- How we treat each other
. #talk2us
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Student voice

Student voice is very important to us and is shaping our school. This is an

ongoing opportunity throughout the whole year. Students views are
gathered through

SLT student meetings
Student #mywildern V o
#talk2us eV

Education for Life quizzes and surveys
Students surveys

Focus groups

Subject reviews
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Parent voice

Your voice is just as important to us and we value your feedback, when we get
it wrong but as importantly, when we get it right.

There are many ways you can share your views with us throughout the year.
Parent views are gathered through

« Parent survey - biannual

* Mini parent surveys in Wildern Weekly (these appear regularly)

«  Email wildern@wildern.org

« Ofsted Parent view (328 completed in 2022 for nearly 2000 students)
* Your child’s tutor

« Parent open morning and coffee meets

« Parents evenings - information and communication
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mailto:wildern@wildern.org

Impact of Attendance

« Afttendance matters!

« Students who had attendance of less than 90% in year 11, achieved on
average 1-2 grades lower in their final GCSEs (this is the equivalent of 1 day @
fortnight)

e However... stfudents who were in school 96% or above, achieved grades that
were 1.5 grades higher than other students who didn't attend as often

« |If students are not in lessons, they are not here to learn in their lessons as well
as receive support and feedback from their teachers

e |f they are here, they fly!

«  We will not approve absence unless there are extremely exceptional
circumstances
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“Meeting Me” Conversations

These will take place on Tuesday 5th & Wednesday é6th September

All students (and parents) will be allocated a time to meet their tutor
over these 2 days

Face fo Face

Discuss the year ahead

Share any news from the summer

Meet possible new tutors

Share any concerns

Give over any new information

If needed can be virtual for the parent (students must attend)
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A B

tnread nofices

INSIGHT o e

Check Student Attendance - =

Check Student Achievement and Behaviour

Check Student Timetables

Update Student and Parent Information

Report an Absence

Check the School Calendar

Receive messages from the school

To set up your INSIGHT account we need to have your
email address on our system - we will then send you an

invitation.
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Google Guardians <

Week/ys m 7 Classre
ary for
30y Fi
« Sends you a daily or weekly summary ””SS’"gfron,,asmeek N
* Includes any work:
- that has been set, Hseiéﬁff“dywee“
« that has not been handed in e Yo
. Sr 1185 preq ¥ for
« thatis due the next few days it
« Useful to help you support your child
in managing their self-study "
we®
* Informs you of what has and hasn't 0w 5 (ot
e n \-s“eex' 20
been done R
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I'm Mrs Dixon, Director of Leaming for Humanities and subject leader for Geography.

Friday 7 July 2023

subjecs at Wildem are History (subject leader Miss Green:
bject ieader Mrs Watson). Travel and Tourism (subject leader and
Geography | kove all of the humanities subjects because they nelp 1o expiain our place In the

B
. Sent out on Fridays
. ‘ Worid, create empathy and to aiways consider the impacts our achions have on the World and
. Links for all letters 4
. ‘3 = July 11ih ' Workd Population Day, a day which seeks to bang awareness fo the growing
f pressures and op jes 2 growing p can bring. This week there is an opportunily
L] e I I I I n e rS ey O es ? for us all to reflect on our population of 8 biion people and how our humanities subjects are
gl voven into this. Our poputalion is able to five fonger due to historical breakinroughs in medicing
. 4 | and growing I ernational effors for peace. Our population of 8 billion all have rich and diverse
Spotlight features e
. but always. Then we have lo decide how we can balance the chasenges of a growing
, popuiation In an ever Traglle World.
o . A 3
. Ad V I( :e & U Id O n( :e ! If you're curious to it out 3 Ille mote, find out ihich Lilnth persen you are Ly using tnis
websie hips:/ \istory. oraimy: ibes)
3 IT you have any concenm: th your child’s progress o atiainment in Humanilies. please do not
. O O l N e n U S nesttate to CONtACt your CAIKI'S teacher or myselt and we will be more than happy to GISCUss
this with you
B
. Extra curricular
. Sports results
. . .
. All previous issues are available on

our website
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religious, cultural and soclal backgrounds which we can all celebrate not

" Recent events @ Wildern

On Wednesday evening we celebrated our annual Awards gralulations 1o all our
winners and their famiies Special mention to George and Sophie for the outstanding
performances in such a large venue, the staff behind the scenes and the Kings Community
Church,

-

A final huge thank you o our Senior Student Leadership Team. Hamry. Evie, Josh and Fio for
the briliant way they hosted the evening. Supported by @ team of really helpful pretects around
j the venue

We have aiso had two Headteachers lunches for 140 student with an eref score over 700 this
week




Partnership -ﬂ@;ﬂ-

You are not alone

Over the next year what the school Parent Information Evenings focusing on:

will also offer;
Love Languages - (Nov 2023)

« Fresh starts to focus on subjects Wellbeing - (Nov 2023)

chosen $diec8h Frot.:‘uppori I(cjc:lrniQnOg2 ;1)( Dec 2023)
. . ear 8 Pathways - (Jan

Leornlng about Careers through E-safety - (Jan 2024)

curriculums Supporting your teenager - (Feb 2024)

Stretch and Challenge - (March 2024)
Chromebooks - (May 2024)

Relationships and Sex Education - (May 2024)
How to support your child's’ reading - (June
2024)

* Healthy Eating - (June 2024)
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« Personalised curriculum support
« Access to the school counsellor
 Practice exams




Parinership m_
How we work together '@:

Behaviour for learning
Parficipation

Uniform

Feedback

Attendance and Punctuality
Holiday requests
Behaviour in the community
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Parinership
How we work together '@:

Behaviours for learning

a) Being respectful to teachers and other learners in the classroom at all times

b1) Being punctual to lessons to maximise learning

b2) Attending all lessons to maximise learning

c) Being always appropriately equipped and ready to learn

d) Being fully engaged in lessons, listening carefully and following instructions

e) Completing all class work or Non-Examined Assessment (NEA) to a required standard

f) Completing all self-study on time and to a required standard

g) Working independently and actively seeking out appropriate opportunities to maximise your potentic
h) Understanding and acting on feedback

i) Preparing appropriately for assessments or NEA

j) Using appropriate subject specific vocabulary and skills
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Parent Handbook

* Your comprehensive guide for day to
day information

e Curriculum info
e Pastoral info
e Key dates

* First point of reference for questions
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T1SNOT OUR
ABILITIES THAT SHOW
WHAT WE TRULY ARE.
1S OUR CHOICES,

WWW.MAGICALQUO

ALBUS DUMBLEDORE
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Feedback from
tonight & share
your ideas

Gwary Stutle nif Matte



