
Most Able Children (MAC) 

 

Rationale 

At Wildern School we believe that effective teaching and learning takes place when all students are 
challenged, feel successful and are stimulated and motivated.   
 
MAC refers to our most able children: those who are working or have the potential to work ahead of their 
age peers and have a high aptitude for learning.  Identifying these students is the beginning of provision; 
knowing every student in our classroom and understanding their strengths and weaknesses is paramount 
to high quality teaching and learning. 
 
Through the MAC programme and CDP related to stretch and challenge, we aim to maximise the potential 

of all of our students, including those who have the highest capacity for learning, and the importance of 

doing so is highlighted by economic research. 

 

Selecting Students 

Our MAC register is is continuously reviewed to support students’ academic development and students are 

identified using a multi pronged approach, including KS2 data, CATS data, Termly WAD performance, 

teacher and parent feedback. 

 
This gives a list of students who should be attaining Grades 8-9 in a suite of subjects.  
 
It approximately constitutes the top 10% of the year group, but it varies dependent on the ability of the 
cohort. 
 

 

Evidence informed practice to improve outcomes: 

 

- Increased depth and complexity of ideas presented 

- Greater abstractness of content 

- Greater ambiguity 

- Opportunities to explore multiple points of view 

- open -ended problem solving 

- Opportunities to develop critical thinking skills beyond grade level 

- Sophisticated, advanced resource materials 

- Activities that require more independence 

- Opportunities to make connections 

- Greater choice in product and paths to production 

- Accelerated pace of instruction 

 

 

From ‘What works in Gifted Education? A Literature Review’ - Centre for Education Economics 

 

 

 



 
 

 


