
 

Prepare to Perform Update 

What should you be doing now? 
  

Issue 7 April  2019 

“Setting goals is the first step in turning the invisible into the visible.” 

 

Welcome to issue seven of the Prepare to Perform Newsletter supporting 
Year 11 students prepare for their GCSE exams. 

April Message from  Mr Hastings 

Another month down and another month closer to  the final hurdle. As always I am pleased to 
report that the momentum remains strong and on the whole Year 11 are working incredibly 
hard. It’s so nice to walk around the school site during lesson time, and after school,  seeing 
students engaged and working hard. The general atmosphere is really positive; obviously there 
are wobbles and worries but at the moment I remain incredibly confident that those who are 
applying themselves and going the extra mile will reap the rewards come August. It’s not easy, 
it’s not supposed to be, and students are benefitting from a plethora of additional support in the 
form of revision seminars and ESP’s. There will be a full ESP programme in place during the 
first week of Easter break; the expectation is that all are to attend where possible. These 
revision days have proved to be hugely beneficial in years gone by and should serve in addition 
to independent revision. It is also important that students take some time for themselves over 
the holiday and hopefully enjoy some sunshine. When we come back, it will be a matter of 
weeks before the seminar and exam timetable comes into effect with the first exam starting on 
13th May. As always, I’m genuinely excited for what's in store for our brilliant students; the 
exams will come and go and I know those who want it enough will be enjoying the longest 
summer, having bagged some great results.  

#leavenothingoutthere​# 

All  
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Revisit ​– a strategy for revision 

All Year 11 students have been emailed a 
Chunk it revision timetable to complete 
between now and the last exam. ​It  includes a 
calendar to enable your son or daughter to be 
more independent in their revision.  This is 
most effective when used to plan for each 
subject on it’s own timetable to ensure that 
revision is targeted and precise.   If you would 
like printed copies please contact the school. 

 

So how do you ensure your son or daughter is working effectively outside of the classroom? 
What does good revisiting look like? The newly reformed exams mean that they will have to 
recall greater amounts of facts and knowledge quickly. While rote learning and regurgitating 
content doesn’t lead to deep thinking, we know that ​firstly​ the information needs to go in, 
through memorisation of key facts. Fundamental knowledge needs to be embedded, even 
imprinted on their minds to facilitate quick and easy recall.  ​Next​ they need to deepen their 
knowledge through higher-order thinking as information learned and processed through 
higher-order thinking processes is remembered longer and more clearly than information 
that is processed through lower-order, rote memorisation. ​Finally​, they need to retrieve, 
demonstrate, apply and test their learning. 

 

Revisit is a simple revisiting method that ensures students are preparing for external exams in 
an effective way. It is based on the three key stages explained above  

Stage 1 - ​Upload - ​Embedding the knowledge. 

Stage 2 - ​Process - ​Deepening the knowledge. 

Stage 3 - ​Download - ​Demonstrating the knowledge. 

This newsletter contains templates we have produced to embed the use them in the Revisit 
Strategy.   

Mix up their revision! Print and try these 
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Revisit Strategy 

Name of Topic:  

Take a section of text and do the following: 

1)​       ​Prioritise: Underline the three most important sentences here. Rank 1-3, briefly explain number 1. 

Cross out the least important sentence 

2)​       ​Reduce: Reduce the key information into 12 words 

  

 

3)​       ​Transform: Transform this information into 4 pictures or images (no words allowed) 

  

  

4)​       ​Categorise: Sort this information into three categories. Highlight and think of a suitable title for 

each category. 

5)​       ​Extend: Write down three questions you’d like to ask an expert in this subject. 

  

 

 

Revisit: Ranking Triangle 
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 Name of Topic: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The most important information goes at the top and then the least important at 

the bottom. Make sure you justify WHY you think it the most/least important. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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This month's TOP TIP 7; help your child control different aspects of their life to 
help them perform better when it comes to exam time this summer. 
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Boost Brain Power with this easy to make meal (Every little helps as they say) 
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Apps for Learning are these being used in your 
home? 

What score do they have on each of them? 
  

 

English, History and Geography 

 

Have these been downloaded by your child? Are they being used? 

Click on the circles to see more 

 

Following the year 11 practice exams, we have been able to link all of 
the question level analysis to the PiXL Maths App. This means that on 
each student's login of the PMA there will be personalised revision 
resources based on their areas of weakness from each of the three 
Maths papers. The PIXL MAths App will update in early April when we 
have the Pixl Maths Exam results.  This is an excellent resource that 
we really need to encourage your son or daughter to fully engage with. 
Also, available to all students is MyMaths.co.uk 

 

 

Seneca Revision is being used by the Science and 
Geography Departments to support learning and 

revision 
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Well Being Endurance Power to Perform Fitness Video:  

Why Fitness is so important ​https://goo.gl/NmyoSY 

This Months Wildern fitness challenge ​https://goo.gl/mDYgpN 
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ESP (Extra support programme) 

ESPs are in place to provide additional support your son or daughter might need in a 
subject. It is important they attend and ask any questions they have whilst at this 
sessions. They need to plan their time to ensure they can do this. 

ESP Dates can be found here ​www.gcsere.vision/p/calendar.html​ and also on the 
school website calendar and also have been emailed to you 

 

Key Dates :​ ​ ​Easter Revision: See email from the school with individual timetables 

● Fri 5th April (Maths, RE & MFL) 
● Mon 8th April (CiDA Web Exam, iMedia, PE, Science, & MFL ) 
● Tue 9th April (Comp Sci, English, MFL & Business) 
● Wed 10th April (Music, CiDA Web Exam, Business & Drama) 
● Thur 11th April (D&T & Geography) 
● Fri 12th April (Art & Photography) 
● Fri 3rd MAy Moirai KingBall 

May Half Term Revision:  Tues 28th - 31st​ ​May 

 

Has your son or daughter won one of these Moirai Recommendation for 
outstanding work or effort? They are limited to only 276 available and feed 

into the last House competition Year 11 will be able to take part in. 
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