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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
 
This is a Level 2 re-accreditation report. We would like to thank the young people and all the 
adults we met for the warm welcome we received. The extensive information and evidence 
provided ensured that we were given a very strong awareness of the school’s continuing 
journey to be rights respecting. This was further enhanced by the written evidence and 
documentation provided including a thorough self-evaluation and detailed Impact Evaluation 
form. 
 
Wildern School is the first secondary school in the UK to be re-accredited at Level 2. 
 
Key strengths of the school are: 
! The consistency of the views of all students and staff interviewed about being a rights 

respecting school and what it meant to them in practice was noticeable  
! Very mature and articulate young people who have a good understanding of rights.  
! Exceptional opportunities are provided and utilised so young people make decisions 

affecting their lives in school. 
 
Students in the focus group eloquently explained that being rights respecting ‘didn’t stop at 
school… they will affect us in the future. We want to do more to help others.’ 
 
Standards A, B, C and D have all been met. Standard D is particularly strong. 
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2. REQUIREMENTS BEFORE ATTAINING LEVEL 2 
 

 
No requirements noted 
 

 
 
3. MAINTAINING LEVEL 2 
 
 
Our experience has shown that there are actions that have proven useful in other RRSA 
schools and settings in helping them to maintain and build on their practice at Level 2. Here 
are our recommendations for your school: 
 
• Seek to sustain and further develop the excellent practice evidenced within this report. 
 
• As school documentation (including on the website) is developed continue to make 

explicit reference to relevant Articles of the UNCRC. 
 
• Further develop opportunities for all members of the school community to become 

confident campaigners. Consider joining the Schools Campaign Network. 
 
 

 
4. THE ASSESSMENT IN DETAIL 
 
4.1. The school context 
 

 
Wildern School is a larger-than-average 11-16 secondary school situated in Hampshire with 
approximately 1900 pupils on roll. It became an academy converter in April 2011. Nearly all 
students are White British. The proportion of students whose first language is not English is 
well below average. The proportion of students, who are known to be for eligible pupil 
premium, is well below the national average. The school has specialist status in performing 
arts and system leadership and was designated as a teaching school in July 2011. 
�  
Among other awards and accreditations including several leadership and teaching awards 
Wildern School has achieved Eco Schools Green Flag Award, Artsmark Gold, is a Stonewall 
champion and is a Healthy School.  The 2012 Ofsted judged the school as outstanding and 
identified that Rights Respecting, in conjunction with the Digging Deeper days, positively 
contribute to students’ outstanding social, moral, cultural and spiritual development. 
 
The school first registered to become Rights Respecting in July 2008 and first achieved 
accreditation at Level 2 in January 2011. 
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4.2. Assessment information 
 
 

Self-evaluation form received Yes  

Impact evaluation form received Yes  

Attendees at SLT meeting Headteacher 
2 Deputy Headteachers 
Current and previous RRSA coordinators  

Number of children and young people 
interviewed 

Head boy and head girl 
8 Steering Group pupils 
23 students in the focus group 
Approximately 60 young people in classes and 
20 individuals in other classes  

Number of staff interviewed 8 teaching staff 
3 parents who were also support staff 
2 governors  

Evidence provided Learning walk 
Written evidence 
Lessons 
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Standard A:  
Rights-respecting values underpin leadership and management 
 
Standard A has been achieved 
Strategic vision and planning by school leaders ensure that rights are at the heart of 
the school’s ethos, culture and learning environment.  
 
The Headteacher and senior leaders are deeply committed to maintaining a rights 
respecting ethos within the school where ‘being tolerant of difference’ and ‘valuing each 
child as an individual underpins everything we do’. The headteacher explained how the 
school vision ‘Care, quality and opportunity’ and the focus on ‘no child left behind’ is strongly 
linked to the principles of the CRC and that ‘the rights agenda gives us a steer and provides 
a framework.’ Leaders believe it likely that attendance has improved in part because of 
rights respecting work whilst exclusion rates have reduced and good progress has been 
made in ‘narrowing the gap’ in attainment. The impact evaluation form identifies significant 
impact across seven of the eight criteria. The leadership team summarised their discussion 
with us as ‘We want re-accreditation because we’ve worked hard but if we didn’t get it, it 
wouldn’t change what we do – it’s so embedded.’ 
 
The school’s development plan includes a target for RRSA re-accreditation and rights-
respecting work is linked to the key principles of spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
education. The school has had a sustained focus on rights based work for several years and 
has the staffing capacity and commitment to ensure that it continues. New staff receive 
induction training and optional videoed Genius workshops provide further support for staff. 
The current RRSA coordinator has liaised closely with the previous lead to help maintain 
continuity in the development of rights respecting work and the progress of such work is 
regularly reviewed at line management meetings with a Deputy Headteacher.  References 
to rights respecting principles are included in policies as appropriate such as in the 
behaviour for learning and anti-bullying policies. 
 
Student participation is an integral part of the school’s rights respecting values and ‘students 
have a say and voice on how the school is run.’   An inclusive and participatory ethos is an 
outstanding feature of the school.  This has been made possible by the strategic vision and 
direction provided by the school’s leadership team enabling a wide range of student led 
work to take place.  In fact the coordinator explained that the introduction of RRSA was a 
student suggested initiative. There are student ‘focus groups’ which lead and develop upon 
a particular aspect of school improvement (including rights respecting work), student 
observers of learning, Year 11 prefects, mentors and student evaluators working in 
departments to help review schemes of work and assessments.   
 
In recent years, the school has been proactive in promoting its rights respecting work and 
several schools from across the country having visited Wildern.  The school has hosted an 
open day to show-case work and worked collaboratively with another rights respecting 
secondary school in the county.  The school has also played a leading part in the Hampshire 
rights respecting schools network and led some workshop sessions at Unicef House. 
 
As both a ‘FairAchiever’ and ‘Eco’ school there is a strong emphasis on sustainability.  Links 
to global citizenship are clearly established through curriculum planning, assemblies, tutor 
group and extra-curricular activities.  For example, the school has already begun to promote 
the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and being a rights respecting school 
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provides the ‘forum and avenue to do this’. Global citizenship themes are explored in some 
of the WOW tutor group sessions which look at particular news stories in greater depth and 
through assemblies, for example the ‘International Day for the eradication of poverty’ which 
was linked to rights.  Curriculum areas such as Geography have strong links with global 
citizenship work and whole school events help to promote students’ awareness and 
understanding of global humanitarian issues.   
 
 
 

Standard B:  
The whole school community learns about the CRC 
 
Standard B has been achieved 
The school community is committed to the values of the Convention including global 
justice and sustainable living. 
 
 
From the learning walk and feedback from interviews it is clear that students have a good 
understanding of the Convention. ‘Everyone is born with rights and they can’t be taken 
away’ explained a Y11 girl in one of the classes visited. A wide range of articles were 
mentioned in discussion: the right to education, to be heard, to freedom of association, to 
relax and play, to medical care, clean water and nutritious food, to protection from 
exploitation, to be protected from being sold or kidnapped, the right to an adequate standard 
of living. In discussion pupils clearly understood that it was the government’s responsibility 
to ensure that children could access their rights. Rights are valued and students understand 
that not all children are able to access their rights such as in the Syrian refugee crisis.  
Students have taken lead roles in rights related work such as giving presentations to 
students, staff and governors.  Similarly, members of staff who were interviewed had a 
sound knowledge and understanding of rights and were able to link these to the Convention.   
 
Newsletter items help to keep parents informed about the school’s rights respecting work.  
Parent information sessions at the school have been held for a number of themes including 
e safety and mental health & well-being.  In addition, the student planners which parents 
sign also cite a range of articles.  Governors have copies of the Convention and at meetings 
rights-respecting work is regularly reported upon and presentations have also been given by 
students to the Governing Body.   
 
A range of displays about rights was evident during the learning walk including seeing a 
copy of the school’s charter in every classroom visited.  One display of photographs 
showing groups of staff and students holding particular articles was particularly effective in 
demonstrating the range of articles that exist in the Convention and sending out a clear 
message that this was a whole school commitment.  A rights respecting page is provided in 
the Teacher’s planner giving guidance about teaching about rights. Curriculum areas 
highlight the rights respecting work that they do by linking it to part of their self-evaluation 
evidence.  Schemes of work exist for specific rights related work such as a unit in the Year 7 
‘Preparation for life’ programme and a ‘Government and voting’ unit in the Year 11 ‘Culture, 
Society and Identity’ programme. Numerous examples were cited from students and staff 
about how links were made between rights and various topics that were being explored in 
lessons and tutor time.  For example, in Year 9 geography a study about Kenyan slums led 
to a discussion about rights, organ donations and consent in Year 9 science, social justice 
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and recycling in Year 7 design, and in Year 7 English, students had explored how the rights 
of girls had been limited in Shakespeare’s time.   
 
Students and staff are able to link rights to global citizenship and Geography lessons play a 
key role in enabling students to explore these themes.  One student said that rights ‘unite us 
around the world’ and feedback from discussions with students indicated that the school’s 
work, for example in relation to supporting a local food bank, the Rotary Shoebox scheme 
and holding a Water Aid week was understood in relation to rights.  A large display about 
the SDGs with pledges written by students and staff was very eye catching and topical.  The 
school also has an ‘Eco’ focus group and there have been fund raising events for Unicef’s 
‘Day for Change’, the Ebola crisis and a Fairtrade fortnight, all of which have helped to raise 
global awareness.  Wildern also has a link with a school in Nepal. 
 
 
 
Standard C:  
The school has a rights-respecting ethos 
 
Standard C has been achieved 
The ethos of the school strongly promotes and facilitates strong and respectful 
relationships in all directions; this is because respect for the rights of others is 
central to the whole community.  
 
Wildern’s whole school charter has been refreshed since the school initially achieved Level 
2 RRSA. The school charter prioritises the rights to be safe, to have a voice and to an 
education; each focus right is linked to specific articles and examples of how that right is 
realised in Wildern.  The new charter development was led by the RRS focus group who 
‘chose the most important rights by asking pupils and teachers;’ consultation was carried out 
using Voting voices in tutor time and the agreed charter was then shared with the SLT. It 
was evident that all members of the community are familiar with the charter and it is clearly 
a constant point of reference for both adults and young people. ’We use it most of the time’ 
stated a teacher and ‘I think it really gets us focused on our rights and how we all think 
about each other’ explained a Y10 girl. Students and staff all described how important it had 
been to refresh the charter. ‘So we have ownership of what has been agreed’ explained a 
Y11 girl; ‘So it reflects where we are in our rights respecting work’ stated the coordinator. In 
addition to the whole school charter tutor groups develop their own charters in September 
and each curriculum area has its own charter. 

 
The use of rights respecting language is well established throughout the school and 
conversations with adults and young people during the assessment made clear that this was 
valued by all. The headteacher stated ‘How we speak to children is really important’ and 
explained that the focus on RRS meant ‘We’re using consistent language across the 
school.’ A Y9 boy described ‘We know they’re [rights] there; we appreciate we have them 
and are constantly reminded about them.’ ‘We work out how to say things respectfully’ said 
a Y7 pupil. 
 
The young people spoke with confidence about their learning and how there is a culture in 
the classroom that is supportive and conducive to good learning and progress. A Y9 boy 
spoke emphatically about how knowing about rights meant that you stopped ‘Spoiling that 
right for yourself and for everybody else.’ In a very large school it was particularly noticeable 
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throughout the assessment visit how quiet the school was and that all pupils were extremely 
well engaged and motivated. The Ofsted report states ‘Warm constructive relationships 
pervade classrooms.’ The pupils described various ways in which they feel their right to 
education was met: ‘We’ve always got projects on and are doing things to enforce rights’ 
Year 8 girl; ‘We’ve got so much support’ said a Year 11 girl. Student Observers of Learning 
(SOLs) and student evaluators work with staff to ensure respectful classrooms with a 
positive learning ethos.  
 
The young people interviewed emphatically agreed that they felt safe at school and believe 
that ‘rights keep you safe and give you freedom.’ Their comments included a real 
appreciation of all the ways in which they were supported both by adults and pupils: heads 
of year, prefects, teachers, Odyssey mentors, a school counsellor and the opt-in pupil 
support service. ‘Bullying is not a problem’ explained a Y11 boy. Year 8 pupils volunteered 
and were trained to become CHUMs (Caring, helpful, understanding mentors) to support Y7 
pupils. 
 
The students spoke confidently about how they use their understanding of rights and 
respect to resolve conflicts and disagreements. They described processes for dealing with 
serious issues as being ‘dealt with swiftly, quickly and fairly’ and ‘both sides are listened to’ 
although a Y10 boy explained that he was not aware of any serious incidents that had taken 
place in his time at school. Other pupils explained that ‘you can speak to anyone’ if there 
was a problem.  
 
‘We understand about access to rights in other parts of the world’ stated a Y9 boy. Students 
could give a range of reasons why some rights might not be accessed: poverty, disease, 
lack of knowledge about rights, access to water, access to education for some groups of 
children as well as natural disasters such as the earthquake in Nepal, and war in Syria and 
Afghanistan. Pupils explained how they supported some schools in Nepal with equipment 
and what was useful in what circumstances. One boy explained ‘You really need rights in 
the world, everything is more secure.’ They also had a good understanding of how some 
children in England might not access their rights due to poverty impacting on housing and 
food or neglect, or bullying. They understood the role of governments is realising children’s 
rights. 
 
 
 
 
Standard D:  
Children are empowered to become active citizens and learners 
 
Standard D has been achieved 
The young people are empowered to have real influence on their own lives in school; 
this is because the adults in the community believe in and facilitate authentic 
participation. 
 
All pupils interviewed are extremely confident that their opinions are listened to and their 
views respected and could link this to a right to be heard. There are a very wide range of 
opportunities made available for students to be involved in decision making. ‘As a Level 2 
rights respecting school, student voice is integral to all we do’ explained a deputy 
headteacher. Voting voice takes place once a week in tutor time and allows all groups to 
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contribute their views to an issue. A suggestion box is in the library. Representatives from 
seven focus groups: Eco, community, RRR, Mind, Body & Soul, e-safety, VOX and STEM 
all contribute to the Summit which feeds back to the SLT termly. Some groups are formed 
by ‘recruiting at events’ and asking for volunteers and others, such as house captains are 
elected democratically; the head boy and girl and prefects undergo a formal application 
process. The coordinator estimated that around 400 pupils are involved in focus groups; a 
tracking mechanism identifies those pupils who are not involved in consultations and 
actively seek out their views. Pupils could cite numerous examples of where they had 
contributed to change. ‘There’s so many examples’ stated a Y7 girl. Changes highlighted 
were the i-policy which allows pupils to use phones and tablets during lessons, persuading 
SLT to investigate sourcing school shirts using Fair Trade materials and leading the 
planning and input for the Mental Health Week. ‘We want to talk to parents, we know what 
we’re experiencing’ explained a Y8 girl. Pupils could very clearly describe the process to 
change things. ‘The Summit makes the change’ explained a Y8 boy. The headteacher 
explained how school change is ‘built on trust; I very rarely say no, I might shape things.’  
 
Pupils talked about many opportunities available to them to enable them to make informed 
decisions about their learning and well-being. Wildern is a Healthy School. Culture, Society 
and Identity and Personal Learning are timetabled and supports links with local agencies to 
be informed about drugs and mental health. Pupils appreciated the careers guidance they 
received. The Mind, Body & Soul focus group gives presentations on health and well-being. 
The Learning HUB supports pupils’ learning. Digging Deeper Days, Safer Internet Day, Anti 
Bullying, self-esteem and mental health weeks all provide opportunities to access 
information.  
 
Students explained that they are ‘active– helping others to achieve their rights’ and could 
describe actions that they had undertaken to uphold the rights of children locally and 
globally. The community focus group leads this work and students have contributed to the 
Basics Food Bank Appeal, the Christmas shoebox appeal with the Rotary club. There are 
strong links with the Rotary club and pupils are on their board. Pupils have been involved in 
campaigning during Fairtrade fortnight, fundraising for Ebola, international links with a 
school in Nepal, involved in Day for Change and took part in the Christmas jumper day. 
Students have written to their MP and he has visited Wildern but more could be done in 
terms of campaigning. 
 


